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By the end of this inquiry you will have taken  
inspiration from a quote and produced a  
presentation. You will have followed the inquiry 
cycle and decided an audience for your work. 
 
Your presentation might be an information  
report, a persuasive argument, an explanation 
or some other genre. You will make the  
choices!
 
After sharing, you will also seek feedback from 
you audience.

TE TIRITI O WAITANGI
An inquiry into the Treaty of Waitangi

There are many views and opinions about the Treaty of 
Waitangi. Here are just a few: 
 
“The reduction of the Māori to a position of one of many 
minorities negates their status as the people of the land and 
enables the government to neutralise their claims for justice 
more effectively than it does now.”  
– Ranginui Walker, Professor, (Auckland University 1995)
 
“If we had more dialogue on tino rangatiratanga then 
Pākehā would better understand the desire of many 
Māori to have more control over their own affairs.  If the 
relationship was better, there would be no way that Māori 
movements which date back to the nineteenth century 
could be associated in anyone’s mind with terrorism.”  
– Carol Archie, journalist (State of the Nation Speech at Te Tii 
Marae, Waitangi, 6 February 2008)
 
“I think the Treaty of Waitangi is bunk. It should cease 
to have any influence over the conduct of public affairs. 
Indeed it entraps New Zealand. It seeks to impose 1840 
solutions upon a country that is now well into the  
twenty-first century.” – Michael Laws, Mayor of Whanganui 
(Laws, column 2 May 2004)
 
Choose one of the quotes, or find another, and write an 
argument supporting or disputing the position of the quote. 

A NOTABLE KIWI
An inquiry into Famous New Zealanders

Using the inquiry cycle, you will research a famous kiwi,  
identifying the impact they have had on the world.  
 
You will create a presentation of your choice and share it to  
an audience, seeking feedback as you go. 
 
The kiwi you choose might be from one of the books you  
have read, or another you are interested in studying.

Kāore te kūmara e kōrero  
ana mo tōna ake reka.

The kūmara does not brag about  
its own sweetness.

 
Throughout Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
relatively short history, it has produced a 
number of notable, successful and  
world-beating citizens. 
 
New Zealand has produced world-leading 
scientist, aviators, doctors, sportspeople, 
politicians and artists, to name a few.  
 
Who do you think has made the biggest 
impact on the world? 
 
Did you know that kiwis were first to:
- Climb Mt. Everest
- Give women the vote
- Make a flight from England to Aotearoa
- have an 8 hour work day. 
 
Have fun researching!

MĀORI MYTHOLOGY
An inquiry into traditional tales

The three forms of expression prominent in Māori oral literature are genealogical recital, poetry, 
and narrative prose.
 
Genealogical recital
The reciting of whakapapa was particularly well developed in Māori oral literature, where it 
served several functions in the recounting of tradition. Firstly it served to provide a kind of time 
scale which unified all Māori myth, tradition, and history, from the distant past to the present. It 
linked living people to the gods and the legendary heroes. By quoting appropriate genealogical 
lines, a narrator emphasised his or her connection with the characters whose deeds were being 
described, and that connection also proved that the narrator had the right to speak of them. 
In the cosmogonic genealogies, to be described later, genealogical recital is revealed as a true 
literary form. What appears at first sight to be a mere listing of names is in fact a cryptic account 
of the evolution of the universe.
 
Poetry and song
Māori poetry was always sung or chanted; musical rhythms rather than linguistic devices served 
to distinguish it from prose. Rhyme or assonance were not devices used by the Māori; only 
when a given text is sung or chanted will the metre become apparent. The lines are indicated 
by features of the music. The language of poetry tends to differ stylistically from prose. Typical 
features of poetic diction are the use of synonyms or contrastive opposites, and the repetition of 
key words. Archaic words are common, including many which have lost any specific meaning 
and acquired a religious mystique. Abbreviated, sometimes cryptic utterances and the use of 
certain grammatical constructions not found in prose are also common.
 
Prose narrative
Prose narrative forms the great bulk of Māori legendary material. Some appears to have been 
sacred or esoteric, but many of the legends were well-known stories told as entertainment in 
the long nights of winter. Nevertheless, they should not be regarded simply as fairy tales to be 
enjoyed only as stories. The Māui myth, for example, was important not only as entertainment 
but also because it embodied the beliefs of the people concerning such things as the origin of 
fire, of death, and of the land in which they lived. The ritual chants concerning firemaking, fishing, 
death, and so on made reference to Māui and derived their power from such reference.

You will find a traditional Māori 
myth to retell. You will retell it in 
your own words. You will need  
to decide how you will publish 
your story.  
 
You might also look at the natural 
phenomena or history the story 
attempts to explain. 
 
When you have published your 
story, you will need to choose an 
audience to share it with.

The History of Aotearoa New Zealand  
module is designed to support the  
learning of key ideas within the Social  
Sciences curriculum. 

Through reading these texts, students will learn 
about some of Aotearoa new Zealand’s history. 
Students will be see case studies, examples and 
real life accounts, and begin to relate these ideas 
to their own lives within the multi-cultural society 
has become. 
 
After completing this module, it would be  
expected that students have developed some of 
the knowledge and skills required to demonstrate 
success at level 4 of the curriculum.
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