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Central Ideas At the end of this inquiry:

Whakapapa means genealogy. Other Māori terms for 
genealogy are kāwai and tātai. Kauwhau and taki refer 
to the process of tracing genealogies. East Coast elder 
Āpirana Ngata explained that whakapapa is ‘the process of 
laying one thing upon another.’

One way of recording whakapapa is a family tree – laying 
the generations before upon each other.  

In this inquiry, you will trace back your family tree as far as 
you can. You will choose one relative form its brances to 
further research.

Family trees are a good way to trace where we come 
from - looking at the people who shape who we are.

I will have traced back my family tree as far as I can. 

I will have researched one of my ancestors and created 
a presentation about them.

WHAKAPAPA
Where do I come from? 

Central Ideas At the end of this inquiry:

Everyone has a name. Some people have many names. 
Some people like their name, some people hate their 
name. 
 
You will think of all the names you get called. You will 
think of who uses these different names and why they 
use them. You will think about what the names mean 
to you. you could also find out why you have the 
name(s) you have. 
 
You will present you findings about yourself in a way 
that is interesting and informative.

Everyone has a name, but most people also have other 
names they use or that people use for them.
 
People often use family names that have history.

I will be able to discuss the different names I use and 
that others use for me. 
 
I will have shared a presentation that shows my 
learning, and got feedback on my work.

MY NAME IS...
An inquiry myself 

Central Ideas At the end of this inquiry:

INTERESTING  
PLACE NAMES

Have you ever wondered how a place gets its name? 
Or why some places seem to have more interesting 
names than others? 
 
You will find a place that has a name you find interesting. 
you will research the name and find out some history 
about your chosen place.
 
After researching, you will create an informational 
advertisement that share some of your learnings and 
promotes the place you chose. you will then share your 
advertisement and get feedback on your work.

There are many ways a place can get a name, including 
being named after its surroundings, its founder, or 
sometimes just because someone liked a name!
 
Place names are important so people know where to go!

You will be able to describe the history of a place you 
find interesting.
 
You will be able to use persuasive language techniques 
to “sell” your chosen place.

The What’s in a Name? module is  
designed to support the learning of key  
ideas within the Social ScienceS curriculum.  

In this module, students will get an introduction  
names. The will look at the types of names,  
the ways people use and create names, and  
historical perspectives about names and places.
 
After completing this module, it would be  
expected that students have developed some  
of the knowledge and skills required to  
demonstrate success at level 3 of the  
curriculum.

Strand: My Place in the World 

What’s in a Name?
Curriculum Level: 3 


